
F or four years now, WDMCC has facilitated a Spring
fundraising and advocacy effort known as the
Pinwheel Project. Through this project, WDMCC

partners with a local community organization to 1) raise
awareness about a specific need our neighbors have and 2)
help address the need in a practical way. The first year we
partnered with DMARC to address food insecurity during the
pandemic. In 2021 we partnered with the Des Moines area
Boys and Girls Clubs to send kids on summer field trips. In
2022 we partnered with the Des Moines Public School System
to provide direct support to kids needing medical care,
personal care items, and counseling services. And last year
WDMCC partnered with Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI),
supporting their multi-fronted efforts to accompany children
through obstacles that prevent them from thriving.

Above: Pastors Mark & Luke with the recipients of a
Homes of Hope house in Tĳuana, Mexico | May 2023
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For this fifth anniversary year of the Pinwheel Project, we are partnering with Homes of Hope to build a home for
a low-income family in Tijuana, Mexico. The impact a home can have on a family is dramatic (*see infographic on
next page). Homes of Hope isn’t just a house-building organization… it’s also–and primarily–a people-building
movement working to lift families out of poverty and set parents and kids alike on a path toward better physical,
mental, and spiritual wellness. Homes of Hope builds homes for families in poverty because it changes lives. By
giving our financial resources, our time, our talents, our hands and our hearts to this proejct, we get to be part of
that change and part of the new thing Jesus is doing in the lives of the family who will call this house “home.”
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fullness, making room for God’s will to be done. Of all that
occurs in these sacred seven days, Easter morning offers
us the most beautiful example of Jesus subverting
emptiness. The tomb was empty. When Mary arrived at
Jesus’ gravesite that Easter morning, the tomb’s emptiness
was cause for concern:

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still
dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw
that the stone had been removed from the tomb.
So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to
them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb,
and we do not know where they have laid Him.”
Then Peter and the other disciple set out running
toward the tomb. (John 20:1-3)

At first, Mary and the two disciples were running on
empty, driven by their fear of lack. The tomb was
supposed to be full, not empty. Why was Jesus’ body
missing? “If you have carried Him away,” Mary pleads with
the gardener, “please… just tell me where you’ve laid Him
and I’ll care for Him myself.” I imagine her heart sinking
into her chest at the thought of someone taking the
Lord’s body. But our encounters with the risen Christ have
a way of turning fear to faith and emptiness to fullness.

Then Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and
said to Him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means
Teacher). Jesus said to her, “…go to my brothers
and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and
your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I

have seen the Lord,” and she told them that He
had said these things to her. (John 20:16-18)

With the first breath that filled Jesus’ lungs and the first
beat of His heart that sent blood coursing back through
His veins, the grave that moments earlier held the body of
the crucified Christ was emptied of death to make room
for life. Gravestone rolled away, the emptiness of the
tomb was not a lack but the fulfillment of an earlier
promise: “I came so that you could have life and have it
fully” (John 10:10). His life laid down—emptied—so that
ours would be made full. Having encountered the risen
Christ, Mary can’t help but run to tell the others, “I have
seen the Lord!” She was *running on empty*, her heart
and her legs propelled forward not by fear of lack, but by
the Good News of the tomb’s emptiness.

This Holy Week, try emptying yourself like Jesus. Set aside
any pride or greed or envy that may have crept into your
life. Set aside the need to be right or known or
“successful.” Set aside any feeling of “I can do this on my
own” and confess your need for a Savior. Empty yourself
to make room for resurrection, and keep watch for how
the risen Christ “fills you with the fullness of God”
(Ephesians 3:19). *Run on empty* like Mary, driven by the
Good News that HE IS RISEN! Alleluia!

When you’re running on empty
And you can’t find the remedy

Just come to the well
- “The Well” (Casting Crowns)
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5 BENEFITS OF A HOME

A child without a home is
three times more likely to
not attend school.

One In four Mexicans are classified
as extremely poor and unable to
afford adequate food or housing.

45% of the 127 million
people of Mexico live
below the poverty line.

Over one billon people now
live in slums without adequate
housing.

-Source: endhomelessness.org

-Source: Washington Post Foreign Service -Source: The World Post -Source: UN-Habitat Report

-Source: National Organization for Homeless

Children without adequate shelter suffer
more from anxiety, depression, withdrawal
and other mental health problems.

A debt-free home
helps leverage families
out of poverty and it
is estimated that it
sets them ahead
economically 7-10

years.

Children who come
back to a home the

parents own are three
times more likely to

stay in school.

A home with a solid
floor reduces parasitic
infections by 78%,
reduces diarrhea by
49% and dramatically
impproves cognitive
development in

children.

Home ownership
produces healthy

long-term thinking in
the life of the family,
helping to break the
cycle of poverty in
one generation.

The gift of a home on
the land the family
owns is a practical
demonstration of
God’s love to an

impoverished family.
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Adopt the same attitude that was in Christ Jesus: Though he was in
the form of God, He did not consider being equal with God something
to exploit. But He emptied Himself by taking the form of a slave and by
becoming like human beings. When He found Himself in the form of a
human, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross. Therefore, God highly honored Him and
gave Him a name above all names, so that at the name of Jesus
everyone in heaven, on earth, and under the earth might bow and
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father. (Philippians 2:5-11 CEB)

So Jesus—who was already enjoying a perfectly beautiful life with God in
Heaven—CHOOSES to set it all aside and join us in our humanity? He
CHOOSES emptiness? That’s significant, and it changes how we think about
what it means for something to be empty. The Greek word here is kenosis,
meaning to willingly empty or set aside oneself. What if emptiness isn’t about
lack after all, but about making room for what is good, like an empty vessel
ready to be filled? By humbly emptying Himself and taking on our likeness,
Jesus was making room for God to work in and through Him. Paul put it this
way in his letter to the Colossians: “In [Jesus], all the fullness of God came to
dwell in bodily form” so God could love us up close (Colossians 2:9). By
humbling Himself, Jesus was turning everything on its head:

• “The first will be last and the last will be first” (Matthew 20:16)
• “Those who exalt themselves will be humbled and those who humble

themselves will be exalted” (Matthew 23:12)
• “He has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away

empty” (Luke 1:53)

A truth Jesus seems to be leading us toward is that to be filled, we must first
be empty. For God to use us to be the hands and feet of Christ in this world,
we must first make ourselves hollow and open, available and ready. It means
pouring out ourselves—our own wants and desires, our own plans and our
own ways—to make room for Him.

Every year during Holy Week we remember the events leading up to Jesus’
death and resurrection, and in the details are stories of emptiness and

Here is where I lay it down
Every burden, every crown

This is my surrender, This is my surrender
Here is where I lay it down
Every lie and every doubt

This is my surrender
And I will make room for you
To do whatever you want to

- “Make Room” (The Church Will Sing)



Educate yourself. Making meaningful change in any community
starts with educating ourselves about the needs of our neighbors.
Join us at 9:00 am Sunday, April 14th in the Fellowship Hall to hear a
presentation on Homes of Hope and Mark & Luke’s 2023 trip to
Tijuana to build a home. Breakfast provided.

Donate to the cause. The cost of the materials to build the home
is $12,700, so that is our fundraising goal this year. 100% of
donations will go directly toward purchasing building materials for
this house. For each donation of $10 or more, we will place
pinwheels on the front hill of the church grounds to track our
progress toward our goal of raising $12,700. You can give in
person or online via the payment portal on the church website.

Prayerfully consider signing up to go to
Mexico with WDMCC to build the home at
the start of 2025. It is important that we not
only give our financial resources, but also put
our hands and hearts to the work of caring for
our neighbors. You will see more information
about this opportunity in the coming months.
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3 Ways You Can Get Involved

How It Works
Families purchase land the home is to be built on

Families who have at least one child and low income (less than $125/
week) are welcome to apply for a home

Families prepare the land for the new house (e.g., clear site, remove
old buildings, build retaining walls, etc.)

Families apply and interview with Homes of Hope staff to verify
eligibility and commitment to Homes of Hope’s expectations

WDMCC raises money to fund the build

WDMCC sends a team to build the home alongside the family
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337 kilometers. That’s how far of drive it is from
the town of El Calafate in Argentina’s Santa
Cruz Province to the southern entrance of

Torres del Paine, a stunning national park on the Chilean
side of Patagonia. This past January, my brother Mark, our
buddy Andrew, and I made that cross-country road trip in
our battle-tested rental vehicle, a black Chevy Cruz with a
cracked windshield and well-worn tires that seemed to be
driving on borrowed time, just one ill-placed jagged rock
away from a catastrophic puncture. As we prepared to
leave the town in our rearview and navigate the vast
Patagonian wilderness, several townsfolk offered us the
same warning: “Make sure you have enough gasolina for
the journey there AND back because there’s only one gas
station and sometimes they run out of fuel.” And with that
reassuring thought, the three of us set off in our usual
manner: over-confident and under-prepared.

The further we wandered into unknown territory, the
more I felt like I was living in one of those word problems
we used to do in elementary school math: “If the bros
travel 163 km southeast to the municipality of Esperanza ,
refuel at the Energia Patagonia station, and then drive 74
km due west to Torres del Paine, will they have enough gas
to make the return trip back to El Calafate if the station
runs out of fuel? [ Fittingly, “esperanza” is the Spanish

word for “hope,” as in, “I HOPE the fuel truck came
yesterday or today to refill the station’s reserves.] On a
good day—with a full tank of gas, a well-paved road, and a
healthy tailwind—a Chevy Cruz has the range to make the
roundtrip without concern. But this was no ordinary
Chevy Cruz, and this was no ordinary terrain. On the day
of our journey, the wind was more *cross- than *tail-, the
road more gravel than paved, and the Chevy more clunk
than cruise. Given all the factors, running on empty felt
more a question of when than if.

We’ve all done it… let the gas gauge on our vehicle get
dangerously low before coasting into a station on fumes.
A few of us may have even found ourselves stranded on
the side of the road, the tank completely dry. One minute
you’re half full, the next you’re running on empty. It’s easy
to do, isn’t it? We tell ourselves we can make it just a little
further before filling back up again. We put one foot in
front of the other, burning through precious mental and
physical wellness in a desperate attempt to reach
Esperanza, some safe waypoint where our hopes of being
replenished can be fulfilled. I’ve always understood
emptiness to carry a negative connotation. To be empty is
to lack, and to lack is to be incomplete. Unfulfilled. Not
whole. But there’s something unusual about what Jesus
does with emptiness, and we read about it in Philippians 2:

RUNNING
ON EMPTY
RUNNING
ON EMPTY
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