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SUMMERTIME! With backyard barbeques, pick-up ultimate frisbee 
games in the park, and out-of-town adventures, it’s a season of 
increased activity.  This summer, when we’re thinking about ways 

to stay active, let’s add “Be active in my faith” to the list. 
       Here's Pastor Mark’s list of  “8 Ways To Be Active in Your Faith This Summer”.

1. Make a meal with someone– As the daily exhibition of the 
nearness of God’s love, food has the power to sustain our bodies, our 
friendships, and our faith. Share a pitcher of iced tea with a friend on the 
deck and see how God refreshes your life through that relationship.

2. Explore– Your neighborhood, a trail, a park, a new town… Exploration 
is wonder in action, and your curiosities about what awaits you in God’s 
creation can excite you in your faith and gratitude for the Creator.

3. Stargaze– Summer is a great time to grab a blanket, head out of 
town, and find a field where you can take in the stars.  It doesn’t take long 
to get in touch with the mystery and grandeur of God when looking up at 
thousands of stars.

4. Read– When you are transformed by the renewing of your mind, you 
are better equipped to discern God’s will. What better way to renew your 
mind than by picking up a new book? Want a recommendation? Ask your 
pastors what they’ve read recently that’s made them think.

5. Plant something– All life comes from soil, the site of God’s creative 
activity.  Want to grow closer to God this summer? Plant something and 
tend to the plant’s needs, and you’ll definitely learn something about life, 
death, and our interdependence as creatures.

6. Fish/hike/bike/play sports– God created us with a desire and ability  
to move and play, and then placed us in a creation that prompts enjoyment. 
So get out there and enjoy.

7. Rest– We think rest is synonymous with inaction, but at its best, rest 
is something we do actively.  God didn’t rest on the seventh day to crash 
and recuperate from a busy week, but to celebrate God’s creative labors.  
Be active and intentional about taking time to just rest and celebrate the 
goodness of the life God has you in. Take Sabbath.

8. Come to church– You can worship God anywhere and through 
any of the above-mentioned activities.  But faith necessarily happens in 
community… with people who share our wonderings and challenge us 
in our growing.  There are a lot of ways to stay connected throughout the 
summer, from worship to garden gatherings.

Let’s stay active in our faith together by doing even ordinary summer 
activities with an openness to seeing how they relate to our faith.

THURSDAY, MAY 30  (8 AM–6 PM) 
FRIDAY, MAY 31 (8 AM–3 PM) 

Help spread the word! This 
sale is HUGE and priced to sell 
with something for everyone! 
Donations of homemade baked 
goods and candies (in disposable 
containers) will be accepted in 
the gym building foyer through 
5 p.m. Wednesday, May 29. 

Help Spruce Up Our 
Church Campus 

Join us Saturday, June 15 
for an all-church clean-up day 
from 8 a.m. til noon. There will 
be a variety of projects (inside 
& out): garage sale clean up, 
painting, washing windows, 
deep cleaning and more. We 
want to spruce up before the 
General Assembly comes to DSM 
on July 20. If you can’t commit 
to the whole morning, that’s 
okay. Students, this can be 
counted as Silver Cord hours.

Annual Congregational 
Meeting June 9

Elders, Deacons, Trustees and 
Officers will be elected for  

2019-2022. They will be 
installed on June 30.

WDMCC' s annual
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Ronald McDonald House Drive June 9 and 16 
Many families travel far from home and spend several weeks or 

months to get treatment for their seriously ill or injured children—a 
long time to be away or to divide a family. And, for children facing 
a serious medical crisis, nothing seems scarier than not having mom 
and dad close by for love and support. A Ronald McDonald House 
provides a place for families to call home so they can stay close by 
their hospitalized child at little to no cost. 

The Social Concerns Committee is sponsoring a drive to 
replenish some of their most needed supplies as listed below. 
Gift Cards: Casey’s, Kum & Go, QuikTrip, Hy-Vee & Target
Food Pantry: Single Serving Size: Easy Mac Cups, Cereal, Crackers, 
Cookies, Chips, Pretzels, Microwavable Pasta & Soup Cups, 
Juice Boxes, Coated Paper Plates, To-Go Coffee Cups with Lids
Kitchen/Cleaning: PineSol Cleaner, Paper Towels, Napkins, Clorox Wipes 
Office: White Card Stock Paper, Postage Stamps
Miscellaneous: Hotel Size Personal Care: Body Wash, Toothpaste, 
Soap, Deodorant, Shampoo and Conditioner
Other: Movie Tickets/Gift Cards, Spa/Hair Salon Gift Cards, 
Phone Charger Cards, Puzzles/ Playing Cards/Games 
      Bring donations on Sundays, June 9 and 16 to the collection box 
in The Gathering. Monetary donations are always welcome! Make 
checks out to Ronald McDonald House Charities of Central Iowa, Inc.

Summer 
Study 
Series

Frederick 
Buechner said, 

"It takes guts to pray it (the Lord's 
Prayer) at all. We are asking God to 
be God. We are asking God to do not 
what we want, but what God wants."

You are invited to join in this 
5-week exploration of The Lord's 
Prayer, the prayer Jesus taught us. 
Every Sunday in June, in the 
Library from 9-9:45 a.m., Pastor 
Alice will lead us in exploring 
what we are praying and how it 
can help us better understand 
our Christian faith.

Sign up at the kiosk is 
appreciated or call the office.

It’s Not Too Late to Make VBS Part of Your Summer! 
Register your children (age 4 years–finishing 5th grade) and mark 

your calendars for June 10–14 (9 a.m. to noon). T-shirt availability is 
limited now. Forms are available at the kiosk in The Gathering or the 
office. You can also register and pay online at wdmcc.org.

Be a VBS volunteer (youth completing 6th –12th grade and adults) 
and help make an enjoyable and successful week! Prayerfully 
consider sharing your time and talents.

Attention: All vBS Adult and Youth volunteers
Please attend 1 of these 2 meetings: 
• Sunday, June 2 @ 9:00 or 11:00 a.m. (Library-Fellowship Hall bldg)
If you cannot attend either meeting, please contact Martha 

McDanel at martha@wdmcc.org; 250-8290.

Staff: Martha McDanel (250-8290) 

WDMCC has a long-standing 
tradition of recognizing and 

honoring all fathers and sons  
on this special day.

We hope you'll join us!

Take Me Out To The 
Ballgame June 21

Join WDMCC friends for a 
fun summer evening of baseball, 
fellowship and fireworks at 
Principal Park on Friday, June 21 
at 7:08 p.m. Enjoy your favorite 
ballpark foods (or eat before you 
come) while watching the I-Cubs 
vs. the Round Rock Express.  
Then stay for the fireworks show 
after the game. $7 tickets will be 
available at the kiosk or in the 
office during the week. Now 
that's a great deal!

The Memory Garden: A Place To Remember And Honor  
There are many ways to participate in the legacy of this beautiful 

garden between the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall buildings. You 
can purchase a memorial marker or a memory brick in memory of 
or in honor of a loved family member. 

For more information, contact a Memory Garden Trustee 
through the church office or pick up a brochure, located at the 
Memory Garden door or the kiosk in The Gathering. 
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Ways You Can Participate @ DSM General Assembly
The General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) is coming to Des Moines July 20-24! You do not need to 
register for the assembly in order to attend the nightly worship 
services at Wells Fargo Arena. When thousands of disciples come 
together to sing, hear from well-spoken preachers, and share in 
communion, it makes for a powerful night of worship!   
Ways To Get Involved: 

To be a part of the daily business sessions or educational/spiritual 
workshops, contact pastors Randy, Luke or Mark for more info.  

75 -100 youth and adult volunteers are needed to serve communion 
and collect offering at the worship services (expected crowd of 4,000). 
Volunteer to assist with as many services as you wish. Several 
church members have already signed on to help. Contact Diaconate 
Coordinator: Claudette Sederburg (claudette@wdmcc.org) or call 
the church office to join this dream team!  

To be a part of the all-assembly choir that sings during a few of 
the worship services, contact pastors Mark or Luke.

Buy SCRIP Cards! Funny Name. Easy Fundraising. 
SCRIP gift cards can be ordered at the kiosk on Sunday, June 2 

with pickup on June 16. Since beginning this fundraiser in May of 
2012, we have raised almost $6,000 just by purchasing gift cards to 
use at stores or restaurants we frequent, or by giving them as gifts. 
All funds raised are helping pay down our sanctuary debt.

For more info about the SCRIP program, contact Stephanie in the 
office or at the kiosk on Sundays. Choose from over 650 retailers!

Summer Music 
Opportunities Available

Do you sing or play an 
instrument, but are unable to 
commit to being a part of the 
choir or ensemble during the 
year? The regular musical 
programming is on hiatus 
during the summer, but there 
are plenty of opportunities 
to share your gifts with the 
church. If this is something 
you'd be interested in, contact 
Choir Director John Cook 
(john@wdmcc.org) to discuss 
the various options.  

TO
SERVE

STEPPING UP
JUNE 

OPPORTUNITIES

WDM Human Services  
Clothing Closet (139 6th Street) 

Volunteers are needed to 
• accept/sort clothing and 
household donations 
• assist clients with selections; 
maintain orderliness of the room 
• be able to lift approx. 20 lbs 

Morning/afternoon shifts 
are available, Mon—Fri, or from 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. on the 2nd and 
4th Tuesday of each month.  
To volunteer, call Mindy Hotovec 
@ 222-3663 (or melinda.
hotovec@wdm.iowa.gov) or 
visit wdm.iowa.gov.

At WDMCC, all are welcome 
at the communion table! 
Individually-wrapped  
gluten-free wafers are available  
at the back of the 
sanctuary. Please 
pick up on your 
way in to worship. 
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Beginning Farmer 
Ministry Returns June 2

This vital program reconnects 
former refugee farmers with the 
land as they build their new lives 
in the U.S. Through Global Greens 
and Lutheran Services of Iowa, we 
are grateful for the opportunity 
to continue our support. Social 
Concerns is excited to introduce 
our new farmer, Anezia, for the 
2019 growing season! 

The Gathering will be your 
one-stop-shop for summer 
produce. Between 9:15 and 11:45 
each Sunday, Anezia will have 
the freshest produce around.

Disciples Dining around 
Des Moines

Do you like to go out to eat? 
Do you enjoy the company of 
fellow Christians? Well then, we 
have two monthly dining out 
ministries for you! This fun is for 
all ages (working or retired couples 
and singles).

(1) MUNCHING WITH MARTHA 
is a monthly LUNCH get-together. 
Whether you come alone or with 
a friend, you're sure to have a 
great time! On Tuesday, June 18, 
we'll dine at Urban Cellar (640 S. 
50th St.—WDM). If you'd like to 
carpool from church, note that 
on the signup sheet at the kiosk.  

(2) DELISH is a monthly 6 p.m. 
DINNER. On Tuesday, June 25,  
we'll meet at John & Nick's Steak 
& Prime Rib, located at 15970 
Hickman Rd.—Clive.

To participate, just sign up  
at the kiosk, call the office or 
email Martha McDanel 
(martha@wdmcc.org) by the 
Sunday before the event. Let 
Martha know if you'd like to be 
put on a reminder email list.

#50: The Birth of the Church
Derived from the Greek word pentekostοs (πεντεκοστος), meaning “fifty,” 

the word Pentecost refers to the “fiftieth day.” Pentecost began as an early 
Jewish holiday known as the Festival of Weeks (Hebrew, Shavuot), observed 
50 days after the end of Passover (Lev. 23:16).  It was—and remains—an 
occasion for Jews to celebrate the harvest (Ex. 23:16) and commemorate 
God’s gift of the Ten Commandments at Mount Sinai (Ex. 31:18).

Then along came Jesus, whose life, ministry, death, and resurrection 
attracted new disciples. It was on this same Jewish festival day, exactly 
fifty days after Jesus’ resurrection on Easter morning, that a group of 
Jesus’ followers gathered in community.  In Acts 2, we read about the 
Holy Spirit of God descending upon those early disciples, empowering 
them in their mission to share the Gospel and uniting them together 
as the one Body of Christ. For Christians, Pentecost commemorates this 
Spirit-filled event which became the birthday of the Church.

Fast-forward to Pentecost 1890 when some disciples in West Des 
Moines, Iowa, gathered in community, united by their common faith and 
mission as followers of Christ. Reenacting that first Pentecost, the Spirit 
moved among God’s people again, and West Des Moines Christian Church 
was born. Today, God continues to engage with creation in much the 
same way God has throughout history… by sending the Spirit to help 
us in our faith, comfort us in our hurting (John 14:15-31), teach us how to 
pray (Romans 8:26), guide us in our character (Gal. 5:22-25), and unite us in 
Christian love (1 Cor. 12:12-13).

Join us on Pentecost Sunday, June 9 as we celebrate the birthday of 
the Church. We'll recognize our Golden Members and give thanks for 
God’s living presence made known in the movement of the Holy Spirit.

CONGRATULATIONS GOLDEN MEMBERS!  
Thank you for your faithfulness! 

Some portions of this newsletter
have been deleted to protect the  

privacy of our congregation.
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June 23 Alexander Campbell Returns To WDMCC
Our own John Bolen has been portraying 

Alexander Campbell since 1988. He has  
performed as Campbell at the Campbell  
Mansion and at Campbell’s church in Bethany, 
West Virginia. He has also performed as  
Campbell at two General Assemblies, as well  
as over 150 churches in 11 different states.  

In a sermon of Campbell’s, preached in the 
1850’s, Campbell makes the argument that the 
church of Jesus Christ is essentially, intentionally 
and constitutionally one. 

Join us in worship on June 23 as John  
portrays Alexander Campbell at WDMCC.

Summer Fun 
For Youth! 

Our pastors 
and sponsors 
will facilitate an 
exciting and fun 
program for all Chi-Rho & CYF. 
Activities will include worship, 
cookouts, games and various 
activities that will SEARCH how 
faith speaks to today’s youth. 
Make plans now to join SEARCH 
on Wednesdays, June 12 and 
July 10—both at 6 p.m. 

Mark your calendars for our  
1st SEARCH summer canoe trip 
on Fri—Sun, July 26—28. Details 
coming soon!

Sunday, August 25 will be 
our Youth Group Kickoff for 
the next school year.

YOUTH MINISTRIES

2012

su
m

m
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August Outdoor Movie Night 
      Enjoy a movie on our back lawn on  
Saturday, August 3 beginning at 6:30.  

Food + Music + Bounce House + Lawn Games
8 PM—Movie (to be determined by your votes)

Plans Are Underway For  
WDMCC Parade Float 

The annual West Des 
Moines Independence Day 
Parade is just around the 
corner—plan now to be a part 
of the fun tradition with 
our float on Wednesday, July 3! 
Many participants are needed 
for  last minute decorating and 
to ride on and walk beside the 
float, handing out candy and 
favors to the parade watchers.

Lots and lots of bags of 
individually wrapped, non-
chocolate, hard candy will be 
needed. Cash donations to 
purchase candy and supplies 
are also appreciated! Earmark 
"parade candy". Watch for more 
details to come in the Caller and 
Sunday bulletin. 

Some portions of this newsletter
have been deleted to protect the  

privacy of our congregation.



Join Us In Thanking… 
…volunteers for working on the new Chi Rho cabin at our Christian 
Camp and Conference Center near Newton.
…children of Friends in Faith for the Hobby & Talent Show.
…highway and campus pond clean up volunteers.
…volunteers of this year’s Church School classes,  Bible Studies and 
children and youth ministries.
…other weekly or monthly volunteers: Care Connection, Children 
and Youth, Chore Corps, Communion and Visitation prep, Helping 
Hands, laundry, office, and plant care.
…weekly worship service volunteers: bus drivers, deacons, elders, 
greeters, ushers and sound techs.

We value our volunteers, who give many hours of their time to make 
WDMCC such a wonderful church. If you know of a person or group  

that needs thanking or for more info on any of these groups,  
please contact the church office. Thank you!  

Consider volunteering a little of your time. The rewards are heavenly!
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The Well will start back 
fulltime on Thursday, July 11! 
We'll be worshipping, 
fellowshipping, and eating 
together outdoors. Plan to 
join us Thursday nights this 
summer @ 6:30 p.m. Bring the 
kids and invite a friend!

MAY 5, 2019

Some portions of this 
newsletter

have been deleted to 
protect the  

privacy of our 
congregation.



SMAll gROUpS, bIblE STUDIES, AND ADUlT MINISTRIES

ADULT CHOIR resumes the end of August. See more information on 
summer choir opportunities on page 3. Questions? Contact Choir 
Director John Cook (john@wdmcc.org). 
CONNECTIONS Church School Class will resume in September. This 
discussion class looks at current issues from a faith and scriptural 
perspective and is led by Dr. Randy Ehrhardt and other class members. 
Craft and CREATE meets at 9 a.m. in gym bldg. #112. This group is for 
all who like to have fun while helping others. The focus is mission 
projects along with crafting and creating. You're welcome to join in 
with crafting experience or none at all! Supplies are furnished; ideas are 
welcomed. To be included in a reminder email list, contact Martha in 
the office. Helping others is therapeutic! See more info at left.
CROSSROADS Church School Class will resume in September. This 
member-led class is for those seeking ways to live their faith beyond 
the church pew. Whether you have kids at home, or still feel like a kid 
yourself, we can all learn and laugh with one another as we figure out 
how to bring our faith to life in our busy, everyday lives. 
DELISH! For all ages (working or retired couples & singles) wanting to dine 
with fellow Disciples will meet at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, June 25 at John & 
Nick's Steak & Prime Rib. See more details on page 4.
GAME DAY meets monthly on the 3rd Tuesday (June 18) at 1 p.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall bldg rm 302. Enjoy fellowship and refreshments and 
play a variety of fun games (Cribbage, Skip-Bo, etc.) 
GOOD FELLOWSHIP BIBLE STUDY will resume in September. This multi-
generational Bible study class meets on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in the 
Library. Led by Rev. Mike Armstrong. All adults are welcome! 
HELPING HANDS This volunteer group meets on Mondays at 8 a.m. in 
the kitchen to do light housekeeping and enjoy fellowship.   
MEN’S CURRENT ISSUES DISCUSSION GROUP meets Mondays @ 7 a.m. 
at Panera Bread (4150 Westown Pkwy Ste 202). For more info, contact 
the church office. All men are welcome!
MONDAY BIBLE STUDY meets June 3, then takes a break until September. 
All women are welcome! For more info, contact the church office. 
MUNCHING WITH MARTHA This fun monthly lunch group is for everyone! 
On Tuesday, May 14 at 11:30, they will meet at Urban Cellar in WDM. 
See more details on page 4.
SUMMER STUDY ON THE LORD'S PRAYER led by Pastor Alice Bolen.  
Meets in the library (Fellowship Hall bldg) each Sunday in June at 9 a.m. 
WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP meets in the library Thurs., June 6 at 7 p.m. to 
choose books we'll read (beginning in September). Join us, this is a good 
time to see what's coming up. For more info, contact the church office.
WOMEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP meets monthly on the 1st Friday. On 
Friday, June 7 at 9 a.m., they will meet at Perk Up (2700 University—
WDM). All women are welcome! For more info, contact the office.
Y.E.S. (Young Energetic Seniors) Sunday Church School class will resume in 
September. They also meet for social/mission events, and breakfast on 
the 1st Saturday of each month (June 1) @ 7:45 a.m. at Hy-Vee (N.E. 
corner I-35 & Mills Civic). For more info, contact the church office.

Small groups are a great way to get connected to other people and build 
lasting relationships at WDMCC! New members are always welcome!
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Join Craft & CREATE and 
Help Others!

Thursday Craft & CREATE 
participants have fun while 
helping others. New name, but 
same ministry! 

Our focus is on mission 
projects through crafting and 
creating. The group works on 
various mission projects, 
including fleece blankets, hats 
and scarves for the annual 
collections, various items for a 
Romanian orphanage, church 
meal table decor, gift card 
holders made from mint tins 
for the Christmas families, 
5th grade Membership class 
baptism stoles, headbands and 
tutus for Children’s Cancer 
patients, and various volunteer 
appreciation gifts.

We have projects for those 
of any level of craft experience 
or none at all! Supplies are 
furnished and ideas welcomed.

Come to Craft & CREATE 
on Thursdays at 9 a.m. in room 
111 of the Gym Building.

To fund our projects, there 
are handmade dishcloths and 
“scrubbies” ($1.50 shown below) 
for sale in the office.

Lending a Hand and  
Connecting Hearts to Help, 

Serve and Enrich the Church, 
Community and Beyond 

through Mission & Creativity
Martha McDanel; Staff Rep
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JUNE USHERS                

JUNE SOUND TECHS                

JUNE  gREETERS                

JUNE DEACONS                

 OpERATINg INCOME 
Received year to date as of May 19, 2019...$306,323.51     
Expected year to date as of May 19, 2019...$320,761.92   

 

NEW! The gym 
building water 

fountain now has 
a bottle filler to 

conveniently  
refill cups and water 

bottles.  
And it’s good for the 

environment, too!



WDMCC STAFF
Dr. Randy Ehrhardt                           Senior Minister        randy@wdmcc.org
Pastor Mark Ehrhardt Associate Minister  mark@wdmcc.org 
Pastor Luke Ehrhardt Associate Minister  luke@wdmcc.org 
Rev. Mike Armstrong  Pastoral Minister 
Rev. Alice Bolen  Pastoral Minister 
Martha McDanel  Children and Elder Ministries   martha@wdmcc.org
Stephanie Murphy  Office Administrator   stephanie@wdmcc.org
Joy Butler              Creative Ministries, Caller Editor          joy@wdmcc.org
Claudette Sederburg     Hospitality Ministries/
     Financial Secretary         claudette@wdmcc.org 
John Cook                                            Music Director          john@wdmcc.org  
Nathan Green                                  Music Specialist   nathan@wdmcc.org
Blaine Burright                               Facility Ministries        blaine@wdmcc.org  
Becky Chaloupecky  Bell & Ensemble Director/  
 Accompanist   becky@wdmcc.org   
Lisa Lewis  Accompanist
Sheryl Neal Accompanist 
Kelley Ridgway                                  Food Hostess

The Caller newsletter  
is published monthly 
by West Des Moines 

Christian Church. 
Editor: Joy Butler
Submit articles to 
joy@wdmcc.org. 
The next issue of  

this newsletter will  
mail out on June 25. 

Deadline to submit info: 
Monday, June 17.

  

W E S T  D E S  M O I N E S
Christian Church
 4501 Mills Civic Pkwy.

West Des Moines, IA 50265
(515) 223-1639   Fax: (515) 223-1876

Office Hours: M-F  9 a.m.- 4 p.m.
www.wdmcc.org

email: wdmcc@wdmcc.org 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)  
www.disciples.org 

Christian Church in the Upper Midwest 
www.uppermidwestcc.org

facebook.com/wdmcc

If you no longer wish to  
receive the Caller newsletter,  

please notify the office.  
To receive this newsletter  
electronically, send your  

email address to  
stephanie@wdmcc.org.  

Thank you. 

@wdmcc

JUNE 2  ELDER SUNDAY
What Would You Tell Your Younger Self?    WDMCC Elders   
2 Timothy 3:14-17

JUNE 9  PENTECOST AND GOLDEN MEMBER SUNDAY
Outburst!   Dr. Randy Ehrhardt
Acts 2:1-21

JUNE 16  VBS and FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY
Beyond!   Dr. Randy Ehrhardt
Ephesians 3:20

JUNE 23
The Unity of the Church Through the Body and Blood of Christ   
John Bolen (as Alexander Campbell)
I Corinthians 10:16-17 

JUNE 30  INSTALLATION SUNDAY
What’s Your Priority?   Dr. Randy Ehrhardt
Luke 9:51-62

SUMMER SUNDAY WORSHIp SCHEDUlE
(through September 1)  ONE 10:00 Worship Service


