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2018 FALL KICKOFF THEME: "BUILT ON ROCK"

The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that 
house, but it did not fall because it had been founded on rock” 
(Matthew 7:25). What cornerstone or foundation is your life 

built upon? Throughout scripture God is often likened to a rock or 
stone, conveying God as being foundational and unchangeable. As 
our Rock or Cornerstone, God is the ultimate foundation of all faith, 
integrity, justice, service, and love. Join us September 9 as we kick 
off Fall programming and worship series. Together as church, we 
will explore what it means for our faith and the Church to be 
“Built on Rock”. We will resume our regular Sunday morning 
schedule with Worship at 8:30 a.m., Church School for all ages at 
9:30 a.m., and Worship at 10:30 a.m.   
      Then, return to the church later Sunday afternoon for a time of 
rock-themed fun and fellowship for all ages!

4:30 PM – games and 
activities including a 
rock climbing wall, rock 
decorating, outdoor yard 
games, all-church game 
show, and much more
5:30 - 7:00 PM – dinner 
and entertainment, 
featuring our very own 

WDMCC band playing a “Classic Rock” set of all your favorite hits, 
as well as a “Rock Medley” by pastors Luke and Mark.  
Menu: Loose Meat Sandwiches, Potato Salad, Baked Beans, Chips, 
Rice Krispie Treats and Assorted Pie

We hope you can join us for this exciting day in the life of our church!

FALL SERMON SERIES
Sept. 9 Built on Rock   Matthew 7:24-28
Sept. 16 Chip Off the Old Block Isaiah 51:1-5
Sept. 23 Church Built on this Rock Matthew 16:13-20
Sept. 30 Cornerstone   1 Peter 2:1-8
Oct. 7 God is a River   Exodus 17:1-7
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Encountering God — 
Adult Spiritual Retreat

Save the date and join us  
for an all-church adult spiritual 
retreat at Lake Ahquabi (located 
near Indianola) on Saturday, 
September 29. With check-in and 
continental breakfast at 9 a.m., 
and closing around 2:00 p.m., 
this intentional time with God 
is sure to renew you spiritually 
during a busy season. 
Participants may choose from  
a variety of sessions, including: 
■ Tai Chi  
■ Guided Meditation  
■ Praying in Color (Mandalas)  
■ Guided Hike  
■ Guided Painting Meditation 
■ Music (Finding God in Lyrics).  

Sign up in the office or on 
Sundays at the kiosk. We hope 
you’ll make the commitment to 
grow deeper in your faith and 
join us for this important event.
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Church School Classes For All Ages  
Begin September 9 at 9:30 a.m.

GOOD FELLOWSHIP  This multi-generational 
Bible study class led by Rev. Mike Armstrong 
and Rev. Alice Bolen is open to all adults and 

meets in the Library in the Fellowship Hall Bldg. This Fall, we will 
be studying the book of Philippians. 

Y.E.S.  (Young Energetic Seniors)  This class draws together scriptures, 
current events, and the life of faith in a discussion-style format led 
by Ron Townsend and other members. The Fall series is entitled 
“Christian Attitudes,” an interactive course utilizing positive 
attitudes from Christ-centered scripture. Our primary reference 
guide will be Dr. James Moore’s book, Attitude Is Your Paintbrush: 
It Colors Every Situation. All seniors are welcome to join us each 
Sunday in the Fellowship Hall Bldg-room 303.

CONNECTIONS  This discussion class led by Dr. Randy Ehrhardt 
and members looks at current topics and/or issues from a faith and 
scriptural perspective. From social media to instant forms of 
communication; from a difficult economy to an ever-changing 
world; from challenges for young people to new questions in 
science, health, government, society and life, it is important to 
connect with a community of faith for support, encouragement, 
conversation, education, and prayer. Join us this Fall in the Gym 
Bldg.-room 113 as we discuss how our daily practices can animate 
our faith. Topics will include Christian perspectives on: food, 
prayer, worship, sacraments, service, community, and money.

CROSSROADS  is a member-led class of people who are all 
seeking ways to live their faith beyond the church pew. Whether 
you have kids at home, or still feel like a kid yourself, we can all 
learn and laugh with one another in this class as we figure out how 
to bring our faith to life in our very busy, everyday lives. This Fall, 
we will join the global conversation about finding true belonging 
in an age of increased polarization, as we discuss social scientist 
Brené Brown’s book, Braving the Wilderness. Books are available for 
$20 at the kiosk or you may borrow a copy. We hope you’ll join us 
in the Gym Bldg.-room 110!

YOUTH CLASSES  Chi-Rho and CYF Church School classes 
provide opportunities for youth to engage scripture and some of 
the difficult questions about what it means to be Disciples of Christ 
in the 21st century.
Chi-Rho (Greek letters XP, meaning “Jesus Christ”) This class of 6-8th 
graders taught by Michele Ramsey meets in the Fellowship Hall 
Bldg.-room 312.
CYF (Christian Youth Fellowship) This group of 9-12th graders taught 
by Shelly Nelson meets in the Youth Room in the lower level of the 
Sanctuary Bldg.

See page 5 for information on Children's Church School classes.

We Can Be God’s Hands 
and Feet with Church 
School Offering

We all want to be God’s 
‘hands and feet’, to go where 
He sends us. Even if you can’t 
physically go on mission trips, 
there is still a way you can help!

Offering from Church 
School classes (4 years old—
adult) provides funding for 
supplies for the church’s U.S. 
and international mission trips.

MISSION TRIP FACTS
• Our U.S. mission trips 

have taken us to Alabama, Iowa, 
Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri, 
Texas, and more to help repair 
houses after destructive flood, 
tornado and hurricane damage.

• Our international trips 
have helped people in Ecuador, 
Honduras, and Nicaragua.

Thanks for being God’s Hands 
and Feet through Church School 
offering to minister to others at 
home and abroad!

Sign Up Now For Fall  
Co-ed Volleyball! 

WDMCC’s semi-competitive 
coed volleyball league (age 16 & 
up) begins Monday, October 1 
and ends November 5. Sign up 
at the The Gathering kiosk or 
call the office by September 27. 
Games start at 7 p.m. in the gym. 
New teams will be drawn each 
week, and an individual champ 
will be crowned 
at the end of the 
season. This is 
a great way to play 
volleyball with various players 
and meet new people. Even if 
you can’t commit for the whole 
season, sign up and join us for 
recreation and fellowship!

If you need childcare to 
participate, please let the office 
know 24 hours in advance.
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Dining Disciples Groups  
     WDMCC has two monthly 
going-out-to-eat ministries. Enjoy 
great food and fun fellowship! All 
ages welcome (working or retired  
couples & singles). Let Martha know 
if you'd like to be put on an email 
reminder list (martha@wdmcc.org).

MUNCHING WITH MARTHA is 
a monthly LUNCH get-together. 
Join us Tuesday, September 18 
@ 11:30 at Fire Creek (800 S 50th 
St #110—WDM). Fire Creek is a 
cozy American steak & seafood 
restaurant with stone fireplaces. 
To carpool, note on signup sheet 
and meet at the church by 11:00. 
Sign up by Sunday, September 9 
at the kiosk or email martha@
wdmcc.org. 

Game Day follows at the 
church at 1 p.m. for those who 
wish to join in the fun!

 
DELISH is a monthly 6 p.m. 

DINNER. Join this fun group for 
a delicious dinner at Biaggi's 
Ristorante Italiano (5990 
University Ave.—WDM) on 
Thursday, September 20. Sign 
up by Sunday, September 16 at 
the kiosk or email martha@
wdmcc.org.

Music News 
  Adult Choir starts again for the season 

on August 29 at 6:30 p.m. in the Music 
Room (behind the Sanctuary). If you've 
ever thought about being a part of the 
music programming at WDMCC, now is the perfect opportunity! 
Come sing with the choir and become a part of the wonderful music 
shared throughout the year.  

We will meet each Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. to learn and rehearse 
music to share at 10:30 a.m. worship. Our Wednesday rehearsals are 
more in-depth and allow for many run-throughs of songs. We also 
have the opportunity to spend multiple rehearsals refining parts and 
dynamics, working ahead on the anthem schedule, and getting to 
know fellow choir members. In addition, the choir rehearses each 
Sunday morning at 10:00 in the Music Room for a final focus and 
refining of that day’s anthem. 

This fall the Adult Choir will sing a mixture of contemporary 
praise music, classic anthems and seasonal music to share during 
Advent and Christmas. A highlight is the preparation of a Christmas 
Cantata (December 2)—a fun and moving experience for singers 
and congregation alike. Sharing the joy of music is one of life’s great 
pleasures! If you need childcare or would like more information, 
contact Pam Redford (pam@wdmcc.org)

Calling All Instrumental Musicians & Bell Ringers!  
Do you play an instrument? Great! Join the Christmas ensemble!  
Do you want to play bells? Great! Join the Bell Ensemble!
The Bell Ensemble will begin rehearsing soon and the 

Instrumental Ensemble will play later this fall. If you are interested 
in the Bell Ensemble or if you play an instrument and would like to 
play in the Christmas ensemble, give Becky Chaloupecky a shout 
at becky@wdmcc.org. For the Instrumental Ensemble, we invite  
anyone from 9th grade through adult to participate.

We are 
updating 
our records 
as we have 
upgraded 

our membership software this 
summer. Please let us know of 
any address, phone, email, etc. 
changes you may have. Also,  
if you're a snowbird and 
would like us to send your 
mail directly, let us know that 
address. Thanks for your help 
in keeping our records current!

Ecuador Mission Team 
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SMALL GROUpS, bIbLE STUDIES, AND ADULT MINISTRIES

ADULT CHOIR Fall rehearsals begin August 29. See article on page 4 for 
more information. Contact Pam Redford (pam@wdmcc.org)
* CONNECTIONS This discussion class led by Dr. Ehrhardt & other members 
looks at current topics/issues from a faith/scriptural perspective. See more 
info on page 2. Join us this Fall in Gym Bldg. #113 as we discuss how our 
daily practices can animate our faith. Topics include: Christian perspectives 
on food, prayer, worship, sacraments, service, community, and money.
* CROSSROADS CLASS is a member-led class of people, all seeking ways 
to live their faith beyond the church pew. Whether you have kids at home, 
or still feel like a kid yourself, we can all learn & laugh with one another 
as we figure out how to bring our faith to life in our very busy, everyday 
lives. This Fall, we will join the global conversation about finding true 
belonging in an age of increased polarization, as we discuss Brené Brown’s 
book, Braving the Wilderness. Books are available for $20 at the kiosk or 
you may borrow a copy. Join us in the Gym Bldg.-room 110! 
DELISH! For all ages (working or retired couples & singles) wanting to 
dine with fellow Disciples. Everyone is welcome to join the group on 
Thurs., September 20 (6p) at Biaggi's in WDM. More info on page 3. 
FRIDAY BIBLE STUDY resumes September 7 at 1 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall bldg. #302. They will continue with the Book of Acts–Lesson 6. For 
more info, contact Janice Cord @ 222-2279. All women are welcome!
GAME DAY meets monthly on the 3rd Tuesday (Sept. 18) at 1 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall Building #302. Everyone is welcome to enjoy fellowship 
and play a variety of fun games (Dominos, Cribbage, cards, etc.). 
* GOOD FELLOWSHIP BIBLE STUDY This multi-generational Bible study 
class led by Rev. Mike Armstrong & Rev. Alice Bolen is open to all adults 
and meets in the Library of the Fellowship Hall Bldg. This Fall, we will be 
studying the book of Philippians.
HELPING HANDS This volunteer group meets on Mondays at 8 a.m. in 
the kitchen to do light housekeeping and enjoy fellowship.   
MEN’S CURRENT ISSUES DISCUSSION GROUP meets Mondays @  
7 a.m. at Panera Bread (4150 Westown Pkwy Ste 202). Contact: Cliff 
Rood @ 537-0598 or Jim Kratz @ 865-7505. All men are welcome!
MUNCHING WITH MARTHA This fun monthly lunch group is for all! 
On Tues., September 18 at 11:30 a.m., they will meet at Firecreek 
Restaurant in WDM. See more info on page 3. 
THERAPEUTIC THURSDAYS meets on Thursdays at 9 a.m. in the Gym 
Bldg. #111.  This group is for anyone who enjoys fun while helping 
others. Our focus: mission projects along with crafting and creating. We 
have projects for those of any level of craft experience or none! Supplies 
are furnished; ideas welcomed. Helping others is therapeutic! To be on a 
reminder email list, call or email Martha in the office.
WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP reads about women all over the world to 
broaden their outlook. Our first book is The Spirit of Indian Women by 
Judith & Michael Fitzgerald on Thursday, Sept. 6 at 7 p.m. in the Library 
in the Fellowship Hall bldg. Vicki Swartz is the reviewer.
WOMEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP meets monthly on the 1st Friday. On 
Fri., Sept. 7 at 9 a.m., they will meet at Perk Up (2700 University—WDM). 
All women are welcome! Contact: Phyllis Clark (225-2181).
* Y.E.S. GROUp (Young Energetic Seniors) meets for social & mission events, 
and breakfast on the 1st Saturday each month (Sept. 1) 
@ 7:45 a.m. (Hy-Vee–1725 Mills Civic Pkwy). Contacts: Karen/Ron 
Townsend (225-0464). See more info at right.
* Also meets as a Sunday Church School Class @ 9:30 a.m.

Small groups are a great way to get connected to other people and build 
lasting relationships at WDMCC! New members are always welcome!

Amana Trip Open To All 
     The Y.E.S. group invites all  
church members and friends to 
join them for a fun trip to the 
Amana Colonies. First, lunch is 
on your own and then attend 
the 2 p.m. theater production 
of "A Comedy of Tenors" on 
Wednesday, September 26. 
This brand new comedy "hits all 
the  high notes” for laughter, 
entertainment, and surprises. 
Ticket price will be no more 
than $30 per person, depending 
on the size of the group. We'll 
take the church bus plus as 
many cars as needed, leaving 
WDMCC around 10 a.m.

To reserve 
theater 
seats, 

contact the church office or sign 
up at the kiosk by September 
10. Hurry—these shows tend to 
sell out quickly!

Communion Wafers To 
Be Gluten Free

Upon recommendation of 
the Worship Department, all 
communion wafers will be 
gluten-free starting September 9. 
The new wafers are nearly 
identical in flavor and texture to 
the present wafers and will also 
be baked in-house. We recognize 
that many of our members and 
guests must 
avoid gluten 
and want to 
ensure that 
everyone 
feels welcome 
at the table.  

SAVE THE DATE! 
YES Christmas Party—December 14  

(5:30 p.m.) Mill Civic Hy-Vee Clubroom
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A New Year of Children’s Opportunities! 
      The Children’s Ministries Committee has many opportunities 
for children. If you have any questions, contact Martha McDanel; 
staff or Angie Porath; chair.

A. CHURCH SCHOOL 9:30 AM:
Nursery does a mini-lesson or craft for 3 year olds. 
Church School for ages 4–4th grade. We gather together in the 

Gym building#122 for a time of singing, celebration and collecting 
offering, followed by learning centers: Bible Story Video, Bible Story, 
Craft, Mission Activity and, Food & Science. This is a fun way of 
presenting God’s Word to children. A different Bible story is 
explored each 5 weeks. 

 At 10:15 a.m. the children return to Gym bldg. #122 where 
parents may pick them up.

Weekly offering collected will go to international and U.S. 
church mission trips.

5th grade Membership Class Church School is Sunday mornings 
from 9:30-10:15 a.m. in the gym building #124. Each Sunday will 
be filled with fun, exciting ways to look at faithful topics impacting 
today’s youth.

B. CHILDREN WORSHIP & WONDER:
This worship service is for ages 3—2nd grade. Following the 

children’s sermon in the 10:30 worship service, the children are 
escorted by an adult to the Children Worship & Wonder room in the 
gym building. Their worship service has music, Bible story, prayer 
time, ‘feast’ and offering, just like ‘big church’. 

This specially designed children’s worship service is relatable 
and relevant for them. Parents may pick up their children following 
the close of the worship service.

C. FRIENDS IN FAITH:
is a time to reconnect or get to know your church friends. We 

have activities in the gym, snacks, craft, Bible lesson or mission 
project and choir. It is held on Wednesdays, September 12–May 1, 
and is for children in Kindergarten through 5th grade. Guests and 
friends are always welcome! Drop your child off at the gym at 4 pm 
and pick them up in The Gathering at 5:30 p.m.

Our goal is to nurture spiritual minds, hearts and consciences in 
a Christian environment, learning Bible truths, with your prayers 
and guidance from God. 

Membership Classes for 5th graders led by our pastor is from 
4-5 p.m. with choir following until 5:30 p.m. 

Registration forms are available at the kiosk, wdmcc.org or in the 
office. Need a Ride/Give a Ride: Mark the registration form and we 
will try our best to help you coordinate.

For more info, contact Martha McDanel—Children’s 
Ministries Director (martha@wdmcc.
org) or Pam Redford Children’s Choir 
Director (pam@wdmcc.org).

Membership Class 2019
 All children entering 5th 

grade (and any unbaptized youth) 
are invited to join this special 
class, held on Wednesdays 
(4-5 p.m.) beginning September 13.

During the year, discussion 
will focus on faith, hope, prayer, 
communion, baptism, and the 
beliefs of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). Included 
will be special guest speakers, 
community service projects, 
amazing field trips and fun 
activities. Each class member 
will also be assigned an elder as 
their mentor for the year.

The Membership Class 
meets for Church School  each 
Sunday morning from 9:30-10:15 
a.m. in the gym bldg-room 124. 
The class explores fun, exciting 
ways to look at faithful topics 
impacting today’s youth.

      If you'd like more info, 
contact Dr. Randy Ehrhardt 
(randy@wdmcc.org). If you 
have a 5th grade child and have 
not received an informational 
letter from the church, please 
contact the church office.

Other Important Info: 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 
• Bible Presentation to 4 year 
olds during Church School  
class at 9:30 a.m. 
• Bible Presentation to 2nd 
graders during 10:30 a.m. 
worship
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Mark Your Calendars!
September 9  All-Church Kick-off *
*Two Worship Services, Church School, 
afternoon activities & dinner
September 16  Chi Rho/CYF 
September 23  Ministry Teams 

Football Parking For Fundraising!
Youth will be parking cars in the church lot for Valley and 

Dowling home games on these Friday nights:
• September 7  Valley vs. Kennedy (Cedar Rapids)
• September 14  Dowling vs. Ankeny Centennial
• September 21  Dowling vs. Ankeny
• September 28  Valley vs. Urbandale
• October 5  Dowling vs. Sioux City East
• October 12  Valley vs. Ames
• October 19  Dowling vs. Sioux City North
We will begin parking cars at 6 p.m. and finish by 7:00 or in time 

for you to attend the game. This is a great fundraiser for our youth 
programming. Please contact the church office to sign up.

Future Board Meetings  
       All WDMCC members are 
welcome to attend these 7 p.m. 
Tuesday meetings in the 
Fellowship Hall:  
• Sept. 18       • Nov. 20       
• Jan. 15       • March 12       
• May 24

Mark Your Calendars!
Sept. 9  Kick-off Sunday
Sept. 29 Adult Spiritual Retreat
Oct. 14 Week of the Ministry
Oct. 10-13 Interfaith Rock The Block 
         with Habitat For Humanity 
Oct. 17 Geisler Farms Family  
          Field Trip 
Oct. 21 Stewardship Sunday I
Oct. 28 Heritage Sunday and
         Trunk or Treat 
Nov. 4  Stewardship Sunday II
Nov. 11  Youth Sunday
Nov. 22  Community/WDMCC    
         Thanksgiving Dinner 
Dec. 2  Christmas Cantata 
Dec. 9  Christmas Luncheon
Dec. 14-16  Live Nativity
Dec. 15  Christmas Wonderland
Dec. 24  Christmas Eve Worship  
March 6  Ash Wednesday
March 18-22  Spring Break
April 13  Easter Egg Hunt
April 14  Palm Sunday 
April 18  Maundy Thursday 
April 21  Easter Sunday
May 5  Baptism Sunday
May 19  Graduate Sunday
June 9  Pentecost Sunday

YOUTH FALL KICK-OFF  
at Raccoon River Park

Sunday, August 26
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Help Is Needed For The  
All-Church Kick-off 

Many volunteers are needed 
to help us have a great Kick-off 
Event on Sunday, September 9. 
Help is needed with set-up, 
games, dinner and clean-up. If 
any area would interest you, please sign up at the kiosk or contact 
Stephanie (stephanie@wdmcc.org) in the office. 

It Takes A Church To Raise A Child: Lend A Helping Hand   
       It couldn’t be easier to be a part of the excitement!

Bible stories have already been selected—complete with center 
ideas and materials for the weekly activities. 

Time sharing opportunities include:
Center Leaders:
Prepare & direct the same activity 3 Sundays of each 5 week 

Bible Story rotation. Lesson plans provided! Prepare once—share 3 
times!  No late Saturday night planning! Centers include: Craft, Bible 
Story, Food & Science, and Mission/Activity

Class Guides:
Have you ever considered being a Church School Class Guide? 
Do you like: Working with children? Sharing stories? Being silly? 

Being a friend? Being helpful? A Church School Guide is very 
rewarding and requires little commitment.

As a Class Guide you would greet children, take attendance, offer 
a familiar face and keep children focused and supervised during 
Church School. You supervise the children as they move to and from 
the centers each week and assist the Leader by helping the children 
with the center activity. You can volunteer for one rotation, once a 
month, or the entire year—whatever fits your schedule and love for 
the children!

 Won’t you prayerfully consider being a Church School ‘angel’ ? 
To volunteer, contact Martha McDanel at the church; martha@

wdmcc.org or Angie Porath at angelaporath@gmail.com.

Adult Drama Troupe
Would you like to be a part 

of an Adult Drama Troupe? We 
are planning on a short skit/
drama on Thanksgiving Sunday 
(November 18). If you'd like to 
find out more about this exciting 
new ministry, sign up at the 
kiosk or contact Pastor Randy.  

Sunday Greeters Needed
Greeters are needed ½ hour 

prior to each service. All you 
need is a friendly smile and 
handshake to make all who 
enter feel welcome! Contact Joy 
in the office (joy@wdmcc.org).

SEpTEMbER
Opportunity

WDM Human Services is in 
need of volunteers to accept, 
sort and straighten household 
and clothing donations, and 
assist clients as needed. 
Morning and afternoon shifts 
are available, Monday through 
Friday. Must be 14 years or 
older. Please contact Mindy 
Hotovec at melinda.hotovec@
wdm.iowa.gov or call 222-3663.

Be a Blank Children's All Star! 
Hi! My name is Eric Johnson, WDMCC member. I’ve run on the 

Blank All Stars team for the Des Moines Marathon the past 4 years and 
love aiming for a goal that helps the children’s hospital that is such a 
valuable resource for our community! This year I thought, maybe I 
could recruit some team members, get more support for Blank, and 
have an excuse to get to know more people from my church. Want to 
join me? You could run the 5K, ½ marathon, or full marathon. You’d 
also join the fundraising team, which comes with modest goals and 
makes a big difference. We’ll plan some team gatherings and have 
fun together too. If you’re interested please send me an email 
(ericj76@hotmail.com), text (515-865-9564), or give me a call and I’ll 
help you get started. I’d love to have at least 6 of us from WDMCC!

For more information, go to  
unitypoint.org/blankchildrens/blank-

childrens-all-stars.aspx
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2nd annual Outdoor 
Movie Night—Aug. 4

 Approximately 125 people 
attended this fun summer event! 
Walking Tacos, Hot Dogs & Chips, 
Popcorn & Pop Ice were enjoyed. 

The feature presentation was 
"The Greatest Showman". 
Thanks to all who came - 

we hope to see you next year!   
sponsored by Church Growth Committee
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Donation Opportunities 
     Personal care items are 
needed for the Women’s Shelter 
(Children & Families of Iowa). 
Most needed: bath towels and 
washcloths, hairbrushes, soap 
boxes, deodorant, toothbrush 
holders, & combined shampoo/
conditioner,
Also needed: 
reusable grocery/
tote bags, razors, 
toothpaste, combs, 
and toothbrushes. 
     Place donations in the 
collection box in The Gathering 
on these Sundays: September 30 
and October 7. 
       Clothing Drive for WDM 
Human Services Clothing Closet 

      New or 
gently used 
fall/ winter 
clothing is 

needed. Bring donations to the 
Fellowship Hall on Sunday, 
October 7 ONLY, before the 
10:30 service.

As of August 17, the WDMCC garden  
has contributed 287.7 pounds of 

zuchini, cucumbers, peppers, cherry 
tomatoes, onions and radishes  

to  DMARC Food Pantry.  
Many thanks to Terry McDanel for 
planting and tending the garden,  

located in back of the gym building.

WDMCC Garden Update

Shop The Global Greens Farmers Market 
On Sundays mornings from 9:30-11:30, you can buy local produce 

in The Gathering. Evelyne and Serafina will be selling their fresh 
fruits and vegetables, grown at the Global Greens Farm behind Valley 
Community Center. Cash or checks are accepted.

This ministry partners with Lutheran  
Services of Iowa (LSI), a faith-based  
organization who supports refugees upon  
their arrival in Iowa. Through this partnership  
ministry, we are supporting families,  
new business, and helping our neighbors. Evelyne          Serafina

Crafting While Helping Others Is Therapeutic! 
Therapeutic Thursdays meets on Thursdays at 9 a.m. in the Gym 

Bldg—Rm 111. The group got its name when one of the participants 
shared that coming together on Thursday mornings was like therapy 
for her. They work on various mission projects, including fleece 
blankets, hats and scarves for the annual collection, items for a 
Romanian orphanage, luncheon table decor, and gifts for volunteers. 
Handmade colorful (dish cloths-don't have any in office - are they 
making more?) and scrubbies are sold year-round in the office. 

Thursday Therapy is for anyone who enjoys fun while helping 
others. Our focus is on mission projects along with crafting and 
creating. We have projects for those of any level of craft experience 
or none! Supplies are furnished, and ideas welcomed. If you'd like to 
be on a reminder email list, contact Martha (martha@wdmcc.org).

SCRIP... Funny Name—Easy Fundraising
The next order date for SCRIP cards is September 16 (with 

pickup by September 30).
It’s a great time of year to buy for all your school supplies and 

clothes shopping! Order forms and lists of of the country’s biggest 
retailers (Walmart & Target included) plus grocery, department stores, 
gas stations, hotels, restaurants, home improvement, and more. Just 
by using scrip to pay for your normal weekly purchases, we can 
easily raise money to put toward our sanctuary debt. 

Lists of participating retailers are available at the kiosk and the 
Fellowship Hall brochure rack. To order, complete a purchase form 
and return it with your check, to the office or kiosk. Orders are 
usually taken on the 3rd Sunday, with pick up the following Sunday.

All proceeds are applied to the building fund. If you would like 
more information, see Stephanie Murphy at the kiosk on Sundays or 
call the office. Below are some of the more popular retailers in West 
Des Moines where you can use SCRIP cards.
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I want to thank Randy, Sue, Mark, Luke, 
Alice Bolen, Robyn and all the elders who visited, 
brought communion and prayed (all 4 times this 
last year). I also want to thank all who prayed for 
my recovery, sent cards or called. We are very 
fortunate to have such a caring church family!

—Sharon Bohnenkamper

School Supply Drive Was A Big Success!
The Social Concerns Committee extends a big thank you for 

donating $430 and a multitude of school supplies for lower-income 
WDM students (K-12). Committee representatives delivered the 
items to WDM Human Services and were told that WDMCC's 
donation was one of the largest received this year. In addition to the 
$430 given were 27 back packs, 372 pencils, 54 pens,
18 markers, 70 dry erase markers, 38 boxes of crayons, 6 erasers, 
1 package pencil erasers, 50 notebooks, 7 packages wide-ruled paper,

32 folders, 8 pencil 
cases, 4 book covers, 
3 binders, 8 bottles of 
glue,
31 glue sticks, 17 
rulers, 2 pencil 
sharpeners, 2 scissors, 
60 note pads,
2 packages Post It 
notes, 5 packages index 
cards, 7 composition 
books, and 8 boxes of 
Kleenex!

     Thanks for your generosity in helping students succeed!

Thanks For Disaster 
Relief Donations!

The Social Concerns 
Committee would like to 
thank the congregation for 
their generous donations of 
over $1500.00 for the Church 
World Service Disaster Relief 
Drive. The committee was 
able to make and send 21 
Hygiene Kit Supplies and 17 
Emergency Cleanup Buckets. 
Thank you to all volunteers 
who shopped, put together 
and delivered these to Salem 
UCC in Alleman, IA for 
further distribution!

Join Us In Thanking… 
…Sandy Dunivan for donating glassware. 
…International mission trip volunteers for 
helping the people of Ecuador. 
…Chi Rho and CYF youth and their sponsors for 
the mission work in St Louis. 
…Movie Night volunteers 
…Youth and sponsors for litter cleanup of the 
City campus. 
…Ron and Karen Townsend for painting the 
Membership Classroom. 
…Stephan McDanel for designing and building 
a walnut conference room table.  
…Other Weekly or Monthly Volunteers: Bus 
Drivers, Care Connection, Children & Youth, 
Chore Corps, Communion & Visitation Prep, 
Deacons, Elders, Greeters, Helping Hands, 
Laundry, Office, Plant Care, Sound Techs, 
Stephen Ministry and Ushers. 
If you know of a person or group that needs thanked 
or would like more information on any of these 
groups, contact the office and  let us know. 
Consider volunteering a little of your time.  
The rewards are heavenly!
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SEpTEMbER  USHERS                

SEpTEMbER  SOUND TECHS                

(8:30) Sandy Dunivan, Randy 
McElroy and Cliff Rood
(10:30) David and Marilyn 
Rutherford and Steve Nicoll

SEpTEMbER  GREETERS                
09/02   Walt and Shirley Sharp 
09/09   Dr. Jim and Pat Kratz
09/16   Jan Moore and D.J.  
09/23   Jeff and Joy Butler
09/30   tbd

 OpERATING INCOME 
Received year to date as of August 19, 2018...$480,674.00    
Expected year to date as of August 19, 2018...$549,291.00 

 

SEpTEMbER DEACONS          
TEAM B                  
Captain: Kurt Westhoff
Keith Acheson, Kent Acheson, 
Robert Baumberger, Leora Borell, 
Betsy Burkhardt, Amanda 
Christensen (sub), Melissa 
Hruska, Misti Johnson, David 
Kilpatrick, Barbara Kilpatrick, 
Amy Kuennen, Jasen Nelson, 
Shelly Nelson, Miranda Pomeroy, 
Angie Porath, Jeff Redford, 
Cheryl Weidmann, David Winston
Junior Deacons
Abby Nelson, Nick Murphy, 
Brianna Pomeroy

09/02   Terry McDanel 
09/09   Stephan McDanel
09/16   Jim Clark 
09/23   Terry McDanel
09/30   Stephan McDanel

New Members 
JULY 15 
  Kelly and Deborah Dooley 

Child Dedication
AUGUST 26
 Everly Rae Plummer, daughter 
of Troy & Amy Plummer, born 
February 6. Big brothers and 
sister are Ty (13), Kaylee (11) 
and Jack (8).

Sympathy To
 Vada Gilreath, Marc 
McKechnie and family on the 
death of Marvin (Sid) Gilreath, 
husband and step-father who 
passed away on August 25. 

    Give Cash: Money donated buys more food, which is purchased at wholesale prices.

Give Food: Most-needed items: 100% Juice (tomato, orange, or vegetable in a can or 
plastic bottle); Fruit (canned in water or 100% juice); Vegetables (tomatoes, green beans, 
mixed vegetables, or sweet potatoes, canned with no salt added); Beans (dry or canned 
in water); Fresh Fruits & Vegetables (potatoes/sweet potatoes, bananas, apples, carrots, 
grapes, oranges, tomatoes, melons, broccoli, or bell peppers); Peanut Butter; Meat (tuna 
or chicken canned in water); Whole-Grain Pasta/Egg Noodles; Brown Rice (regular 
or instant); Vegetable Soup (low-sodium); Whole Grain Crackers (wheat saltines); 
Spaghetti Sauce; Cereal (instant or regular oatmeal with no sugar added, whole grain 
brands, granola, or shredded wheat); Fresh Whole Grain Bread Items; UHT Milk (shelf-
stable, low-fat in aseptic packaging, no canned milk); Infant/Baby Formula; Diapers/
Baby Wipes; Personal Products (shampoo, soap, feminine hygiene, toothpaste, or 
deodorant). 
Please donate well in advance of expiration date and prime ripeness. 

Give Bags: Paper and plastic are needed by DMARC Food Pantry.

Food pantry 
Sundays

When: Every 3rd 
Sunday of the 
month!

Thank You For Your Support!
Statements of Giving will be mailed in early 

September. Please take a moment to review your 
statement and contact Claudette Sederburg, 

Financial Secretary, with any questions or corrections. Claudette can 
be reached by calling the church or by email claudette@wdmcc.org. 
We continue to be humbled by our members’ faithful support of the 
ministries of West Des Moines Christian Church.

Please be mindful of any perfume, 
cologne and scented hand lotion you 
may wear and limit them as much as 

possible for the comfort of all. 



WDMCC STAFF
Dr. Randy Ehrhardt                           Senior Minister        randy@wdmcc.org
Pastor Mark Ehrhardt Associate Minister  mark@wdmcc.org 
Pastor Luke Ehrhardt Associate Minister  luke@wdmcc.org 
Rev. Mike Armstrong  Pastoral Minister 
Rev. Alice Bolen  Pastoral Minister 
Martha McDanel  Children and Elder Ministries   martha@wdmcc.org
Stephanie Murphy  Office Administrator   stephanie@wdmcc.org
Joy Butler              Creative Ministries, Caller Editor          joy@wdmcc.org
Claudette Sederburg     Hospitality Ministries/
     Financial Secretary         claudette@wdmcc.org 
Pam Redford                                       Music Director         pam@wdmcc.org  
Nathan Green                                  Music Specialist   nathan@wdmcc.org
Blaine Burright                                   Facility Ministries     blaine@wdmcc.org  
Becky Chaloupecky  Bell & Ensemble Director/  
 Accompanist   becky@wdmcc.org   
Lisa Lewis  Accompanist
Sheryl Neal Accompanist 
Kelley Ridgway                                  Food Hostess

The Caller newsletter  
is published monthly 
by West Des Moines 

Christian Church. 
Editor: Joy Butler
Submit articles to 
joy@wdmcc.org. 
The next issue of  

this newsletter will  
mail out on September 25. 

Deadline to submit info: 
Monday, September 17.

  

W E S T  D E S  M O I N E S

Christian Church
 4501 Mills Civic Pkwy.

West Des Moines, IA 50265
(515) 223-1639   Fax: (515) 223-1876

Office Hours: M-F  9 a.m.- 4 p.m.
www.wdmcc.org

email: wdmcc@wdmcc.org

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)  
www.disciples.org

Christian Church in the Upper Midwest 
www.uppermidwestcc.org

facebook.com/WDMCC

A Stephen Ministry 
Caring Congregation

If you no longer wish to receive  
the Caller newsletter,  

please notify the church office.  
If you would like to receive this 

newsletter electronically,  
please send your email address to 
stephanie@wdmcc.org. Thank you. 

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES

SEPTEMBER 2 (last 10:00 summer service)
Like Minded Souls   Philippians 2:1-11 
Pastor Mike Armstrong

SEPTEMBER 9 (KICK-OFF Sunday)        
Built on Rock   Matthew 7:24-28 
Dr. Randy and Pastors Luke and Mark Ehrhardt

SEPTEMBER 16 (Bible Presentation Sunday)   
Chip Off The Old Block   Isaiah 51:1-5 
Dr. Randy Ehrhardt

SEPTEMBER 23        
Church Built on this Rock   Matthew 16:13-20 
Pastor Alice Bolen

SEPTEMBER 30 (Reconciliation Sunday)   
Cornerstone   1 Peter 2:1-8 
Pastor Luke Ehrhardt

OCTOBER 7 (World Communion Sunday)   
God is a River   Exodus 17:1-7 
Pastor Mark Ehrhardt

FALL SUNDAY
WORSHIp SCHEDULE

bEGINNING SEpTEMbER 9

8:30 a.m. Early Worship
9:30 a.m. Church School
10:30 a.m.  Worship 


