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MAY 2019—THE MERRY MONTH OF CELEBRATIONS

May is always a busy and exciting month at WDMCC! As 
the school year winds down, the Friends in Faith children 
look forward to the annual Hobby and Talent Show and 

Meal on May 1 in the Fellowship Hall. Everyone is invited to this 
entertaining event "showcasing the children." More info on page 5. 

Baptism Sunday is May 5. The 
5th grade Membership Class, along 
with others, will take the next step on 
their spiritual journey and celebrate 
new life in Christ through baptism. 
Join us for a reception in their honor 
after the 10:30 service.

Mother's Day is Sunday, May 12. WDMCC has a long-standing 
tradition of honoring all mothers and daughters at both services 
on this special day. See page 2 for more information about a 
Mother's Day Diaper Drive for the DMARC Food Pantry.

Graduate Sunday is May 19. We'll recognize our high school 
grads at both services and honor them with an ice cream sundae 
reception after the 10:30 service. We hope you will plan to attend! 
See page 3 for a list of graduate open houses at WDMCC. 

Memorial Sunday is May 26. After the presentation of flags, we 
will remember those who have gone on before us and light a 
candle for each member who passed away in the last year. 
Memorial gifts will also be dedicated.

The annual Church Garage Sale is Thurs-Friday, May 30-31. This 
huge sale requires many dedicated volunteers to sort, price and 
display hundreds of items. It's a lot of work, but also a fun way to 
make new church friends. Proceeds always benefit an area of need 
within the church. See page 2 for more information on the sale and 
consider attending the volunteer meeting on May 5. Detach and fill 
out the volunteer form on page 10.

During this busy month of celebrations and blessings, let us 
      worship and celebrate these special days of May together.

WDMCC isproud of you!
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Garage Sale Volunteer Meeting Scheduled For May 4
by John Terry, Garage Sale Chair 

 Each year, our garage sale proves to be BIGGER than the last! 
Many volunteers are needed—join us Saturday, May 4 (10 a.m.) in 
the Youth Room (lower level of The Gathering) to hear plans and needs 
  for this year's sale. Your thoughts, ideas and help 
 are needed to make this year another great sale.   

Donations will be accepted: 
• May 23 (1–4:00 p.m.) 

     • May 24 (8 a.m.–6:00 p.m.)  
     • May 25 (9 a.m.–4p) 
     • May 26 (1–4:00 p.m.)  
     • May 28 (8 a.m.–5 p.m.)  

 ► Accepted items: antiques and collectibles, furniture, appliances, 
craft supplies, household items, games, puzzles, books, holiday decor, 
clothing in all sizes, jewelry, toys, and more! 

► We cannot accept: heavy furniture (pianos, sofa sleepers, etc.), 
TVs, weapons, computer monitors, soiled clothing, paint, non-working 
appliances, and hazardous materials.

A Bake Sale will be held in the gym foyer. Volunteers are needed 
to donate/bring homemade baked goods (in disposable containers) to 
the gym building on Wednesday, May 29 by 5 p.m. 

If you need large donations picked up, contact John Terry by 
May 18 [223-4233 (home), 321-6545 (cell) or jterrygolf@aol.com].

The two day Garage Sale begins at 8:00 a.m. on May 30. Mark 
your calendars! A volunteer opportunity form is on page 10 of this 
Caller and will soon be available at wdmcc.org and at the kiosk.

Mother’s Day Diaper Drive
Social Concerns will be 

collecting disposable diapers 
for DMARC Food Pantry on 
Mother's Day Sunday, May 12. 
Diapers in larger sizes and pull-
ups for toddlers are the most 
needed. Place donations in The 
Gathering collection box. 

Thank you so much for your 
support of the mothers and 
families in our community!

The Memory Garden: A Place To Remember And Honor  
There are many ways to participate in the legacy of this beautiful 

garden between the Sanctuary and the 
Fellowship Hall buildings. You can 
purchase a memorial marker or a memory 
brick in memory of or in honor of a loved 
family member. 

For more information, contact a Memory 
Garden Trustee through the office or pick  
up a brochure, located at the door to the Memory Garden or kiosk.

Help Spruce Up Our Church Campus 
Please join us Saturday, June 1 for an all-church clean-up day 

(inside and out) from 8 a.m. til noon. We will have a variety of 
projects including clean up from the garage sale, painting, washing 

windows, some deep cleaning and more. 
We want to spruce up before the General 
Assembly comes to Des Moines on July 20. 
If you can’t commit to the whole morning, 
that’s okay. Students, this can be counted 
as Silver Cord hours.

Summer Music 
Opportunities Available

Do you sing or play an 
instrument but are unable to 
commit to being a part of the 
choir or ensemble during the 
year? The regular musical 
programming is on hiatus 
during the summer and there 
are plenty of opportunities to 
share your gifts with the church. 
If this sounds like something 
you would be interested in 
exploring, contact Choir 
Director John Cook (john@
wdmcc.org) to discuss options.  

TO
SERVE

STEPPING UP
MAY 

OPPORTUNITIES

Many volunteers are needed 
on Saturday, May 4 at 9 a.m. for 
Highway Clean-Up and also to 
pick up around the WDM city 
campus pond. Ideally, we would 
like 12 people (ages 16 and over) 
for the highway and all ages and 
numbers are welcome for the 
campus pond. Plan to come 
early for donuts and beverages 
at 8:30 a.m. Sign up at the kiosk 
or email stephanie@wdmcc.org.
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Disciples Dining around Des Moines
Do you like to go out to eat? Do you enjoy the company of fellow 

Christians? Well then, we have two monthly dining out ministries 
for you! This fun is for all ages (working or retired couples and singles).

(1) MUNCHING WITH MARTHA is a monthly  LUNCH get-together. 
Whether you come alone or with a friend, you are sure to have a 
great time! On Tuesday, May 14, we'll dine at 100th St. Corner Cafe, 
located at 3017 100th St. in Urbandale. If you would like to carpool 
from the church, please note that on the signup sheet at the kiosk.  

(2) DELISH is a monthly 6 p.m. DINNER. On Tuesday, May 28,  
we'll meet at Tumea & Sons, located at 1501 SE 1st St. in Des Moines.

Join us for food and fun fellowship Sign up at the kiosk, call the 
office or email martha@wdmcc.org by the Sunday before the event. 
Contact Martha McDanel to be put on a reminder email list.

Ways You Can Participate @ DSM General Assembly
The General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) is coming to Des Moines July 20-24! You do not need to 
register for the assembly in order to attend the nightly worship 
services at Wells Fargo Arena. When thousands of disciples come 
together to sing, hear from well-spoken preachers, and share in 
communion, it makes for a powerful night of worship!  
Ways to get involved: 

To be a part of the daily business sessions or educational/spiritual 
workshops, contact pastors Randy, Luke or Mark for more info.  
75 -100 youth and adult volunteers are needed to serve communion 
and collect offering at the worship services (expected crowd of 4,000). 

Volunteer to assist with as many services as you wish. Several 
church members have already signed on to help. Contact Diaconate 
Coordinator: Claudette Sederburg (claudette@wdmcc.org) or call 
the church office to join this dream team! 

To be a part of the all-assembly choir that sings during a few of 
the worship services, contact pastors Mark or Luke.

Take Me Out To The Ballgame June 21
Join WDMCC friends for a fun summer evening of baseball, 

fellowship and fireworks at Principal Park on Friday, June 21 at 
7:08 p.m. Enjoy your favorite ballpark foods (or eat before you come) 
while watching the I-Cubs vs. 
the Round Rock Express. Then 
stay for the fireworks after the 
game. Tickets will be available 
at the kiosk or in the office 
during the week. Early Bird 
Special: tickets are $6 on May 
19 only. From May 20—June 
20, tickets are $7. What a deal!

Sat., May 4 •  2 -5:00 PM
KYLE WESTHOFF

Sat., May 18 •  2 -5:00 PM
ABBY NELSON

Sat., May 26 •  2 -6:00 PM
ASHLEY FLETCHALL 

OPEN HOUSES
at WDMCC

You're Invited!

WDMCC Garden Plots—
Available For You! 

Attn: gardeners! WDMCC 
has two 8'x10' plots ready to 
be tilled, located behind the 
garage and MediaCom shed.  
If you're interested or would 
like more information, contact 
the office today! 

Need Grad Gifts? Buy 
SCRIP Cards! 

SCRIP gift cards make great 
graduation gifts! Our last date to 
purchase cards in time for this 
special occasion is May 5 so plan 
accordingly. Since starting this 
fundraiser in May of 2012, we 
have raised almost $6,000 just by 
purchasing gift cards to use at 
the stores or restaurants we 
frequent, or by giving them as 
gifts. Funds raised are helping 
pay down our sanctuary debt. 
If you would like more info 
about the SCRIP program, 
contact Stephanie in the office 
or at the kiosk on Sundays. 
Choose from over 650 retailers!
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The 2019 annual WDMCC 
EASTER EGG HUNT,

sponsored by Church Growth,
had a great turnout! 

The Easter Bunny joined the 
fun and everyone was happy 

that the rain stayed away!
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Remaining Youth Events Before Summer— 
   • We’re going to Newton on SUNDAY, APRIL 28 after 

second service for an afternoon of working on the 
new Chi-Rho cabin and worshipping around the 
campfire. We’ll provide lunch and transportation. 
Bring a water bottle and work gloves if you have 
them. We’ll return to the church by 6:00 p.m.

• SUNDAY, MAY 5 is the annual year-end youth trip 
 to Ledges State Park near Boone. We'll leave 
the church after the 10:30 service and eat 

lunch at the park. After spending 
time hiking and exploring, we’ll have 
a special  “Senior Send-Off.” 
Parents may pick up the youth at 

the church by 5 p.m.

Register Now For Summer Church Camp!
Camp weeks run Sunday afternoon through Friday mornings. The 

camps most of our kids attend are as follows:
• Jr Camp 2 (completed grades 3-5) June 23-28
• Rustic Chi Rho (completed grades 6-8) June 23–28
    (Josh Baumberger & Robyn Bles; Co-Directors)
• CYF 15 (completed grades 9-12) June 16-21
    (Randy Ehrhardt & McKinna Daugherty; Co-Directors) 
If these weeks do not work for your child(ren), there are other camps and 
dates available. Check uppermidwestcc.org, the kiosk or bulletin board 
to see a full list of camp options. 

For younger children, there are three-day, two night camps:  
• Beginner camps (completed grade 2) are $100,  
• GrandCamps (for younger children & their grandparents) $50/person and 
• Family Camps are $50/person ($135/family max). 

Week long camps are $230; WDMCC will pay half of the registration 
fee for one camp per child for members. To avoid a late fee, turn in 
your registration forms to the church office by April 30. 

Register and Volunteer 
NOW For VBS!

Vacation Bible School is 
Monday, June 10—Friday, 
June 14; 9 a.m. until noon 
for age 4 yrs.—5th grade (as 
of May 2019)

The theme is To Mars 
and Beyond where we'll 
explore where God's power 
can take us! Glory to God, 
who is able to do far beyond all 
that we could ask or imagine by 
His power at work within us! 
—Ephesians 3:20

The cost for this exciting 
week is $20 for members/ 
$25 for non-members and 
includes all materials, t-shirt 
and a family music cd. 
Payment and registration 
can be taken care of at 
wdmcc.org or pick up a 
form at the kiosk. 

Many Youth and Adult 
volunteers are needed. 
There is nursery and a class 
for the 3-year-old children 
of our dedicated volunteers.

For more information 
contact Martha at the church 
(martha@wdmcc.org).

Friends in Faith 13th Annual Hobby & Talent Show With 
Meal—a time to showcase the children of our church! 
Wednesday, May 1 (K—5th graders) 
4 p.m. The children meet in the Fellowship Hall to set up their hobbies.
Hobby collections include anything the child is interested in. They can 
be collections or just things the child loves (books, stuffed animals, toys, etc.)
5:00--5:30 pm. Come for the Hobby Show  
5:30 pm. Meal (freewill offering will be collected to defray meal cost)
Talent Show: Everyone is encouraged to be a part of this fun. Past years’ 
talents include playing musical instruments, singing, spinning coins, 
jump roping, soccer tricks, Jedi light saber moves and gymnastics. We 
encourage the children to share any talent in whatever stage of skill 
they possess!
    This is a FAMILY Event you won’t want to miss—everyone is 
welcome! RSVP requested at martha@wdmcc.org.



Join Us In Thanking… 
…Easter Egg Hunt volunteers, those who donated Easter candy, YJI 
youth for stuffing eggs, and the Church Growth Committee.
…Lenten and Holy Week: special music and choir volunteers, Chi- 
Rho and CYF youth and sponsors, Chore Corps for special set up, 
flower delivery volunteers, kitchen crew for the Maundy Thursday 
dinner and Easter breakfast.
…other weekly or monthly volunteers: Care Connection, Children 
and Youth, Chore Corps, Communion and Visitation prep, Helping 
Hands, laundry, office, and plant care.
…weekly worship service volunteers; bus drivers, deacons, elders, 
greeters, ushers and sound techs.
We value our volunteers, who give many hours of their time to make 

WDMCC such a wonderful church. If you know of a person  
or group that needs thanking or for more information  
on any of these groups, contact the office. Thank you!  

Consider volunteering a little of your time. The rewards are heavenly!
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Ramsey Guild Happenings
The Ramsey Guild met on 

April 8 with Marilyn Rutherford 
and Shirley Sharp serving as 
hostesses for the meeting. They 
were responsible for bringing 
treats and supplying devotions. 
On April 10, they attended the 
Volunteer Luncheon. A delicious 
meal was served and pleasant 
conversation was heard all 
around the room.

On Tuesday, April 23, they 
will assist the Ramsey residents 
with playing BINGO.

Through donations from churches & individuals, this piano was donated 
last December by the Ramsey Guild for the enjoyment of all residents. The 

piano has the ability to use pre-recorded music when there isn’t a piano 
player. Two of the guild members are from WDMCC. The Ramsey Guild is 

more than happy to help out when needs arise.

What a beautiful Easter morning! With two  
services in the sanctuary and one outside in The 

Memory Garden, WDMCC had 748 in attendance.

The Well starts back fulltime 
on Thursday, July 11! We'll be 
worshipping, fellowshipping, 
and eating together outdoors. 
Plan to join us Thursday nights 
this summer @ 6:30 p.m. Bring 
the kids and invite a  friend!

Some portions of this 
newsletter have been 

deleted to protect 
the privacy of our 

congregation.



SMAll gROUpS, bIblE STUDIES, AND ADUlT MINISTRIES

ADULT CHOIR always welcomes new members! All experience levels are 
welcome—enjoy rehearsal, fellowship, and the beauty of sharing music 
with our wonderful congregation. 
CONNECTIONS This Sunday Church School (9:30 a.m.) discussion class is 
led by Dr. Randy Ehrhardt & other members looks at current topics/issues 
from a faith/scriptural perspective. Join us in Gym Bldg. #113 to discuss  
how our daily practices can animate our faith. Topics: Christian perspectives 
on food, prayer, worship, sacraments, service, community, and money.
CROSSROADS is a Sunday Church School (9:30 a.m.) member-led class 
for those seeking ways to live their faith beyond the church pew. 
Whether you have kids at home, or still feel like a kid yourself, we can all 
learn and laugh with one another as we figure out how to bring our 
faith to life in our busy, everyday lives. Join us in the Gym Bldg. #110. 
DELISH! For all ages (working or retired couples & singles) wanting to dine 
with fellow Disciples will meet at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, May 28 at Tumea 
& Sons. See more details on page 3.
GAME DAY meets monthly on the 3rd Tuesday (May 21) at 1 p.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall bldg rm 302. Enjoy fellowship and refreshments 
and play a variety of fun games (Dominos, Cribbage, etc.) 
GOOD FELLOWSHIP BIBLE STUDY is a Sunday Church School (9:30 a.m.)
multi-generational Bible study led by Pastors Mike Armstrong and Alice 
Bolen—open to all adults; meets in the Library (Fellowship Hall Bldg.) 
HELPING HANDS This volunteer group meets on Mondays at 8 a.m. in 
the kitchen to do light housekeeping and enjoy fellowship.   
MEN’S CURRENT ISSUES DISCUSSION GROUP meets Mondays @ 7 a.m. 
at Panera Bread (4150 Westown Pkwy Ste 202). For more information, 
contact the office. All men are welcome!
MONDAY BIBLE STUDY meets at 1 p.m. (Chapel in Fellowship Hall bldg.) 
All women are welcome! For more info, contact the office.
MUNCHING WITH MARTHA This fun monthly lunch group is for everyone! 
On Tuesday, May 14 at 11:30, they will meet at 100th St. Corner Cafe in 
Urbandale. See more details on page 3.
THERAPEUTIC THURSDAYS meets at 9 a.m. in gym bldg. #112. This 
group is for all who like to have fun while helping others. The focus is 
mission projects along with crafting and creating. You're welcome to 
join in with crafting experience or none at all! Supplies are furnished; 
ideas are welcomed. To be included in a reminder email list, contact 
Martha in the office. Helping others is therapeutic! 
WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP meets in the library on Thursday, May 2 at  
7 p.m. to discuss the book Girl at War by Sara Novic. Sherry Baze will 
review. For more information, contact the office.
WOMEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP meets monthly on the 1st Friday. On 
Friday, May 3 at 9 a.m., they will meet at Perk Up (2700 University—
WDM). All women are welcome! For more info, contact the office.
Y.E.S. (Young Energetic Seniors) is a Sunday Church School class (9:30 a.m.).  
The group also meets for social/mission events, and breakfast on the 1st 
Saturday of each month (May 4) @ 7:45 a.m. located at the Hy-Vee 
(N.E. corner I-35 & Mills Civic). For more info, contact the office.
. 

Small groups are a great way to get connected to other people and build 
lasting relationships at WDMCC! New members are always welcome!
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Maundy Thursday Scenes
Youth & Sponsors, Adult Choir & Ensemble 

presented "Were You There?"  Fellowship 
Hall chairs were arranged "in the round" 

with a center stage. Below: Choir & 
Ensemble read their music by flashlight.
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To help with the big sale or if you have questions, please contact 
John Terry at 321-6545 or jterrygolf@aol.com.
Donations will be accepted: Thursday, May 23 (1–4:00 p.m.) 
    Friday, May 24 (8 a.m.–6:00 p.m.)  

                               
   Sunday, May 26 (1–4:00 p.m.)  
   Monday, May 28 (8 a.m.–5 p.m.)   

Fri. May 24 (8a-5p) _________________________________________
Sat. May 25 (8a-5p) _________________________________________   
Sun. May 26 (1-5p) _________________________________________
Mon. May 27 (holiday) ______________________________________
Tues. May 28 (8a-5p) _______________________________________
Wed. May 29 (8a-5p) _______________________________________

□ I will help during the sale.

□ Thur. May 30 (8a-6p)__________ □ Fri. May 31 (8a-3p)_________   
□ cashier or □ floater?
□ I’ll bring baked goods (in disposable containers) by 5p on May 29.
□ I would like a call by May 22 for a truck to pick up my LARGE 
garage sale donations. 
□ I will help with cleanup after the sale.

Name________________________Email________________________

Phone_______________________Cell Phone____________________ 
With everyone’s help, we can make this year’s sale a HUGE success!

Your 
treasure
awaits!  

CHURCH gARAgE SAlE
MAY 30-31, 2019

Thursday  8a - 6p
Friday 8a - 3p

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES:

(indicate your available time frames)

(list time) (list time)

Lutheran Services of Iowa 
Offers FREE Screening Of 
Refugees Documentary
Tuesday, April 30 (6:30 PM) 
at WDMCC

A refugee is someone forced 
to leave their home country due 
to persecution based on race, 
ethnicity, religion, social group 
or political opinion. An estimated 
12 million people live in refugee 
camps worldwide and only 0.1% 
are resettled, repatriated, or 
integrated into normal society 
each year. The feature-length 
documentary, Warehoused, 
explores the plight of long-term 
refugees through a glimpse into 
the lives of those living in 
Dadaab, Kenya, one of the 
world’s largest refugee camps. 
We see the camp's inner 
workings through one man's 
journey to do everything in his 
power to provide for his family. 
This man’s story is not unique 
however; it accentuates the 
much larger problems that 
long-term refugees have faced 
for centuries. Des Moines is 
home to a vibrant community 
of individuals who have come 
to Iowa as refugees and many 
organizations are here to help.

Join us for a FREE screening 
of this informative film and 
learn more about our newest 
neighbors. A question and 
answer session will follow.

Each of you should use 
whatever gift you have received to 
serve others, as faithful stewards of 
God’s grace in its various forms.

1 Peter 4:10 (NIV)

at left: The Dadaab refugee complex  
has a population of 235,269 registered 
refugees and asylum seekers as at the  
end of January 2018. Dadaab refugee 

complex consists of four camps.

Saturday, May 25 (9 a.m.–4p)

□ I will help organize and price items before the sale.
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MAY USHERS                

MAY SOUND TECHS                

MAY  gREETERS                

MAY DEACONS                

At WDMCC, all are welcome 
at the communion table! 
Individually-wrapped gluten-
free wafers are available at  

the back of the 
sanctuary. Please 
pick up on your 
way in to worship. 

 

 OpERATINg INCOME 
Received year to date as of April 14, 2019...$229,969.28     
Expected year to date as of April 14, 2019...$240,571.44   

 

A Note from the Financial Secretary
Statements of Giving will be mailed in early May. Please take 

a moment to review your statement when it arrives. 
If you have questions or note any errors, contact the  Financial 

Secretary, Claudette Sederburg, so any needed adjustments can 
be made in a timely manner. She can be reached by calling the 
church or via e-mail at claudette@wdmcc.org. Thank you.

Last Church Board Meeting Before Summer
The Tuesday, May 21 Church Board meeting will be held in the 

Fellowship Hall at 7 p.m. WDMCC members are always welcome 
to attend. 



WDMCC STAFF
Dr. Randy Ehrhardt                           Senior Minister        randy@wdmcc.org
Pastor Mark Ehrhardt Associate Minister  mark@wdmcc.org 
Pastor Luke Ehrhardt Associate Minister  luke@wdmcc.org 
Rev. Mike Armstrong  Pastoral Minister 
Rev. Alice Bolen  Pastoral Minister 
Martha McDanel  Children and Elder Ministries   martha@wdmcc.org
Stephanie Murphy  Office Administrator   stephanie@wdmcc.org
Joy Butler              Creative Ministries, Caller Editor          joy@wdmcc.org
Claudette Sederburg     Hospitality Ministries/
     Financial Secretary         claudette@wdmcc.org 
John Cook                                            Music Director          john@wdmcc.org  
Nathan Green                                  Music Specialist   nathan@wdmcc.org
Blaine Burright                               Facility Ministries        blaine@wdmcc.org  
Becky Chaloupecky  Bell & Ensemble Director/  
 Accompanist   becky@wdmcc.org   
Lisa Lewis  Accompanist
Sheryl Neal Accompanist 
Kelley Ridgway                                  Food Hostess

The Caller newsletter  
is published monthly 
by West Des Moines 

Christian Church. 
Editor: Joy Butler
Submit articles to 
joy@wdmcc.org. 
The next issue of  

this newsletter will  
mail out on May 28. 

Deadline to submit info: 
Monday, May 20.

  

W E S T  D E S  M O I N E S
Christian Church
 4501 Mills Civic Pkwy.

West Des Moines, IA 50265
(515) 223-1639   Fax: (515) 223-1876

Office Hours: M-F  9 a.m.- 4 p.m.
www.wdmcc.org

email: wdmcc@wdmcc.org 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)  
www.disciples.org 

Christian Church in the Upper Midwest 
www.uppermidwestcc.org

facebook.com/wdmcc

If you no longer wish to  
receive the Caller newsletter,  

please notify the office.  
To receive this newsletter  
electronically, send your  

email address to  
stephanie@wdmcc.org.  

Thank you. 

@wdmcc

MAY 5  BAPTISM SUNDAY
You Are Making A Difference    Dr. Randy Ehrhardt   
Mark 1:9-11

MAY 12  MOTHER'S DAY
Known For Love   Pastor Mark Ehrhardt
John 13:31-35

MAY 19  GRADUATE SUNDAY
Go With God   Pastor Luke Ehrhardt
Deuteronomy 31:1-8

MAY 26  MEMORIAL SUNDAY
We Remember Joshua 4:1-9  Dr. Randy Ehrhardt

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
8:30 & 10:30 a.m. Worship Services       9:30 a.m. Church School

SUMMER WORSHIp bEgINS MAY 26 
with One 10:00 AM Service. 

Church School resumes in the fall. 


